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naturally enough, nervous and anxious; the harassed
Minister, who was no less anxious for the fair name of
the State and for the suppression of sedition, knew the
limitations of the law, and neither he nor his Council
viewed the situation in quite the same light as the Resi-
dent; the Maharaja, far away in Europe, heard only the
mutterings of the tumult, but knew enough to feel that
the Residency was bringing more pressure to bear than
he relished. The visit of a Bombay police officer to Baroda
to make searches at Navsari was quite irregular, as no intima-
tion had been given to the State authorities, and though
the informal apology of the Political Secretary at Bombay
was accepted, the violation of territory was none the less
resented. The States are always sensitive when any pro-
ceeding seems to savour of an advantage taken by the
Paramount Power. They know that if they themselves
did anything irregular, they would probably be called
to account, and they demand for themselves the same
punctilious regard for propriety as is expected of
them. It did not, therefore, soothe feelings already
ruffled to find that the Bombay Government had itself
violated convention, only atoning for it by a casual re-
mark in a semi-official letter to the Minister, The main
charge which was directed against the State was ridicu-
lous; the whole business was woefully misunderstood
by uninformed opinion, which, to do it justice, has
little or no opportunity of knowing the truth, and which
drew inferences from what it did know. Unfortunately
some of the events seemed to lend colour to those
inferences, and the episode serves to illustrate once again
the common fallacy of drawing inferences from insuffi-
cient data. Worse was to follow.